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A few days ago The Times presented a map of Great
Britain showing a great list of cities in which gas is sold at
from 30 to 60 cents per 1,000 feet. That map aroused reé-
markable interest, and today The Times presents, on an-
other page, a like map of the United States, showing some
of the cities in which gas is sold at from 60 to 95 cents—
all of them less than Washington.

There is a story in almost every case of a city which

gets gas at an honest price.

It is the story of a fight

against mdnopoly and extortion, just such as is now being

waged by the people of Washington.

It is the story in

most cases of years of struggle for justice, generally re-
sulting in compromise rather than decided victory.
The truth is that gas in Washington ought not to cost

over 60 cents per 1,000.

It could be made at a good profit

for that figure, as an honest, competent, thorough expert in-
quiry would prove. But it will never be made at that figure
if the Gas Monopoly’s scheme of inflation is carried out.
It will never be reduced in price if the business is to be
loaded with the greatest capitalization burden borne by

the gas industry in any city in America.
situation if the Gas Monopoly

The people of Washington
fight for decent treatment and a square deal.
nothing the matter with publiec opinion.

must make their demand felt
work with Congressinen and Senators, especially members
of the Distriet Committees, will be highly effective. Every-

body who is in position to do anything along

should do

High Tide in Immigration.

According to the report of Secre-
tary Straus, the immigration during

the vear ended last June was the

it, do it at onee, and do it unceasingly.
other way can the fight be won.

|

heaviest in the history of the coun-|

try, the total number of aliens ad-|

mitted being 1.285,349.
year 1906 the total was 1,100,755; in
1,027,421. In 1905, for the first
time, the total passed the million

1905,

mark.
in 1842, and the half million mark in
1881.

In the fiscal '

The 100,000 mark was passed |
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gets what it wants.
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the blood of some of the
liant the

Oscar II became King of Sweden
and Norway in 1872, but the union |

the

most bril-

figures of Napoleonic era.

between two countries,

wholly relished by the N

never
Norwegians, |
1905, the direct|
‘ause being a disagreement over the
In 1902 Oscar de-

ide "l b et 1 |
ded against Great Britain and the |

‘ame to an end in

*onsular service.

United States In their dispute with

{
Germany over the matter of dam- |
ages arising from the Samoan af‘i
| fair. . This was after the making of |
the treaty whereby Germany got

Only three times in the- last
twenty-five vears has the figure|
fallen below 300,000—in 1594, the

year after the panic, and in 1897 and
1898, the the
trouble with Spain. Since 1898 there

pér'ind covered -).\'

has been a steady growth, with the

|
|

|

|

|
{
|

exception of 1904, the year of '1“',

last Presidential election; and it is

somewhat remarkable that the tem- |

porary decrease in 1004 was the first
to come in a Presidential year for a
full two decades.

In all probability there will be an-

other falling off during the current |
|

year. In fact, Italy already has a

sharp problem on her hands in the

shape of 200,000 for

homecomers

whom employment must be found |

until they feel disposed to
again either back to the
States or over to Sokth America.

“Frenchman of the North."

King Oscar II of Sweden, whose

move |
United |

L |
|
|
1

death has now come at the ripe age |

of seventy-eight, was popularly
known in Europe as the “French-
man of the North.” The title
apt, in view not of
pleasant, poetic temperament, but
also of his For he
ihe grandson of Bernadotte, one of

marshals,

was
only Oscar’s

ancestry. was

Napoleon’s who,
advantage of the chaotic conditions
prevailing in Europe, and particu-
larly of the trouble in Sweden
growing out of the unexpected
death of Prince Carl August, heir to
offered his services to
and was received by

the throne,
the Swedes,
them as crown prince.

The Swedes, it is said, hoped
thereby to curry favor with Na-
poleon, and regain Finland. But

when war broke out between France
and Russia, 1812, the Russian
Emperor made an alliance with
Bernadotte, and two years later the
famous French adventurer became
King of the Scandinavian countries
with the title of Charles XIV.
Bernadotte was of humble birth.
His own ambition found constant
reinforcement in that of his wife,
who longed eagerly to see Napo-
leon, who had put her aside when
he inet Josephine Beauharnais,
ove thrown. She had her wish.
Btrange to say, the mother of Oscar
II was Josephine de Leuchtenburg,
daughter of Eugene Beauharnais,
end granddaughter of the Empress
{'osephine. So in the veins of the

in

iponarch who died yesterday ran
‘

taking

|
|
|
|
|

|

|
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2 2 i .
the biulk of the Samoan Islands and

the United States got Tutuila.
Oscar’s decision, while disappointing |

to the United States,

was accepted |
without, formal protest. l

“Not to Say Ridiculous,”
"I'he news columns of j.‘vsfnrd;n"xi
Times econtained the following inl
connection with the case of }‘,'rm*st!
|

Holmes and Henry Perry, charged

tin the Police Court with destroying |

private property: | tase by applying t« of half a
- hur T
- hundred important bank t fon
e men forfeited collateral fixed by . :_'_r o _(i) ; o
the financial clerk last ter 3 s
; 1 I : rm of court. " e nhina’™
Mr. Pugh was dissatisfled with the ihe . “Dog . comtine

used a bench warrant to
arrest It was pointed
ng that the collateral
 had not only been for-
additional bond would
* 1o be put up for thedr appareance
wanted
clei

being a judicial
* Mullowny, “nor ac-
» facts in the case,
the power of fixing
istrict Attorney is the |
r. It is his duty to
facts are and how |
much collateral should be deposited in |
lieu of a bond

“The representative
nderstands the fact
Id be allowed to
Such

of-

of

the District
n this case, and |
bondgor collat- |
this giving the
I ought not
the District's !
subordinate to |
not to say ridic- |
. siness. The Dis-
Attorney supposed to be re-|
msible for the trial of cases, and |
aould be permitted to fix collateral.” l

In the absence of disavowal by
Judge Mullowny,

an order
kK a right to i

this account must |
be presumed to be correct.

The effect of it is to disclose thisi
magistrate in the light of discredit-|
ing District law from the bench, for|
section 45 of the District Code pro-|
vides: i

That every person charged with an of- |
fense triable in the Police Court of the |
District of Columbla may give 'wcu.rity|
for his appe~rance for trial or ior fur- '
ther hearing, <'ther by giving tond to
the satisfaction of the court or by de-
positing money as collateral security
with the appropriate officer at the said
Police Court or the station keeper of

ine
the police precinct within which such
person may be apprehenided.

Further, the improvement sug-
gested upon the regular practice or-
dained by law is a distinct affront
to the District Commissioners, who
have directed that “the representa-
tive of the District,” as the general
assistant to the Corporation Coun-
sel is described by Judge Mullowny,
“shall not fix collateral or reduce
collateral security.” ]

Further, it is clear from even a
cursory n-u(ﬁng of the Code as
quoted shat the adverse criticism
due in this case rests rightly, not
upon the law or the District Com-
missioners at all, but upon the|

| priate offic

{imposed away
[the law contemplates only

|1

| note the length
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Police Court judges The Code ex
pressly provides that the bond shal
be to the “satisfact of the
court,” and jf the security deposited
{is held to be collateral it was ac
cepted by that agent of 1he court

wio is defined by law ps “the apy

authority of

judges.

the

Finally, this episode is not
of any need to qualify

iore off

cers

to receive bonds or collateral. 1t is|
as fine an illustration of the present
looseness of the whole procedure as
the }'Hll"i«‘ could well demand. Ihe |
lesson from it is that one of the

Police Court judges views without

| protest a system of back-door fines

from ecourt where

“secur-

y” for “appearance for trial or for |

further hearing.’

Anybody out in search of a gond joh
get appointm
retary of the Trea
good can learn sonr

can

Assista
and

ing t«

as

can

» his advan-

illed in the House
ur
De

will

I1? the Russians
precedent to foliow in
It them look up
case of the Cor
tucky versus Calel

That anti-thir
responsive chord in t
candidates for the
tion.

Republican

The distinguished state
tends to “smoke out” U

cigar with whic
wont to decorate

in line with
timism "among the c

-
et

you good.

Houest, now, didn't It seem funny |
that the board of education was al-
lowed to meet yesterday an

transact the business of the school &
tem without interference from anybody
beside the District Commissioners?

Richmond Pearson Hobson—Captain of
Infantry.

THE STORY OF THE HOLLY SPRIG.

“I'd be the shiniest green,”
Wished once a sprig of holly,

“That c’'er at Yule was seen,
And deck soma banguet joliy!"

“I'd be the cheerlest red,”
Wished once tae holly berry,
“That e'er at board rich spread
Helped make the feasters merry!”
The life within tffem heard
Down dark and s=ilent courses,
For each wish is a word
To those far-hidden sources.

All summer in the wood,

While they were riper growing,
The deep roots understood,

And helped without thelr knowing.

In a little market stall
At Yule the sprig lay waiting,
For fine folk one and all
Passed by that open grating.

The eve of Christmas day
It had been passed by many,
When one turned not away
And bought it for a penny.

Hers was a home of ciie

Which not a wreath m=2z jolly
The only Christmas tihere

Was that sweét sprig of holly.
“Oh, this is better far

Than banquet!” thought the berry;
The leaves glowed like a star
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GAS AT LESS THAN $1.00 IN AMERICAN CJITIES.

The Times presents the above map showing cities of the United States' where gas is sold at a less price than $1.00 per thousand.. It will
be readily seen that the nearness of the city to the supply of coal bears little relation io the selling price of tne com modity. Therefore, it must be
a.s_sumed that regulation of rates is the dominant factor. The coal best adapted to producing gas is ‘‘Pittsburg’’ or ‘“West Virginia’’ coal. Yet
Pittsburg, controlled by a monopoly, sells gas at $1.00, while Akron, ander competition, sells gas for 30 cents, and Toronto, far removed from the

“Polly of the Circus”
Charms by Simplicity
Sothern Romantic Hero

The Cast.
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artiessness
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theme is so
i the heart-

an a

ppeal that, }

A noveity,

T ad

, especi

actior this e

belng devoted to

ster ¢

VOIS

interest
id as effectually as
a tragic battle of person-
st scene has

t S«

ter's home
must remain
her foot heal.
jent from the
falls in love
to the circus

wending iis way to the
town, while he and she stand arm
In arm in the ‘half-light wutching the
fast disappearing train of Jumbering
s and animal cages.

is all very childlike and simple.
ving for effect, no dra-
no emotional pyrotech-

show wagon
It |

matic
nics.
force

tension,
The nearest approach to dynamic |

is found §n the scene
Polly leaves thae home of the minister.
Here the frail little figure of the girl
laughing hysterically, while her heart is
breaking, furnishes an opportunity for
sonme enuinely effective acting, and
Miss Mabel Tallaferro handles the scene

in which

with ingenuous pathos and great discre- |

tion.

The extreme simplictty of theme and
treatmen! %Nore its fruits and the Na-
tional audience was tumultuous «in its
applause. Time and again were the
members of the company recalled after
aach act to bow their appreciation of
approval from those who had come to
see something new and found it in ar
old, old story’treated in a delightfully
stralghtforward, old-fashioned way,
stripped of all dramatic frills and fur-
belows.

Miss Mabel Tallaferro as Polly gave
a refreshing performance. The role de-
mands absolute naturalness and a child-
like franiness of expression, delfcacy
and grace «f movement, and an appeal-
in® trustfulness. Miss Taliaferro realized
all the requirements of the part and
won completely the sympathy of her au-
dience. Malcolm Williams was force-
ful as the mialster, and*the Mandy
Jones of Miss Mattie Ferguson was true
to life. Joseph Bremnan did a clever
bit of character work as Big Jim. The

same may be said of J. B. Holills as
Deacon Elverson. Others in the cast,

while not marring the picturs, were not
especially “convincing.

When one sees on u theater program
of Frederic Thompson, the
ot tha New Yark me,

com- |
frankly
interest ap- |
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«t she will cause |

| Jehanne‘son Le Beile Heaul:

| Tolson D’'Or (B

the producer of
sECene In

coer of

the
Brewster's
several other

remarkable storm,
A fons,'"" and the

is a ganuine
is an aerial 3
acrobatic team, a group
s and equilibrists, and some
bare-back riding.

settings were tasteful and

ableau, showing the circu

1 moving over the hills at nigh

he lights flickering, the
the animals roaring,

ly picturesque

of well known

n nd eritics were

ness the

Axn Sam H

L Renn.ld Wolf,

Dav:s, Willlamn Hepner, Walls ¥
Mason Péters, Edward E. Pidgeon, a:«
Charles I. Darnton.

VILLON
IN “IF I WERE

The
Francols Villon...

Cast.

Lad - “rew
it D' Ayssigny..
De Jolys .

De Montigny..

Tabarie

in De Cayeulx.

Harrv

Lt
De Rieviere by
oillet........

oger. -
¢
Pau! Scardon

s place as pastor of his - ,{A:n-m Bu:'m..

ister seeks her at the ¢ .-Paul Mellem

i j Cardinal............ Smes Bain té

and toere is a closing tableau | SSRGS Semnsts

‘Miss Florence Re«d

Mother Vilion...............Mre. M. Halcombs
Huguette Du Hamel (The Abbess).......
Miss V inia Hammond

IOIe.ccevsonn
Miss Loretta Healy
Mias Ina Goidsmith
-Miss Kathertne W

Blanchs ..,
Guillemette

- ison
IBBDORY. . ¢+ csverecstonasnssasans Miss Ethel Cray
Mrs. Frank Reicher
BN eupe n s e cudah Miss Mclean

What tributary nations would I bring

'I‘u‘ stoop before your sceptre and to swear
Allegiance to your lips and eyes and hair.
Bemnﬂtin your feet what treasures I woild

ng;

The stars should be your pearis upon a strt
The worid a rudby for your ﬂnm‘;o ring, -
4And you should have the sun and moon ‘o

wear
If I were king.
Let thes

: wild dreams and wildar words take
wing,

Deep in the woods I hear a shepherd st
A simpile ballad to a sylvan alr, - -
O love that ever finds your face more fair,

I could not give you any godiler th
If I were king. " 'm"

Thus spoke Francols Villon in “If I
Were King** at the Belasco Theater last
night, and as the soft, pleading voice
of E. H. Sothern poursd the words of
peetry into the ear of a begutiful wo-
man, it gave the keynote to one of
the most finished portrayals Mr. Soth-
ern may count in his repertoire.

The return of*“Mr. Sothern to Justip
Huntley McCarthy’'s play proved a
happy thought. 17is interpretation of
the roystering poet hero severs. years
ago was a fine characterization, but lest
night he gave the role an added ma-
turity and, perhaps, deeper thought,
which resolved his portrayal -into one
of the most artistic and complete he has
ever offered.

Romance and poetry are the ground-

f

coal ﬁelds, pays hoth freight and tarif_f on Pittsburg coal, and sells gas under regulation for 75 cents per thousand.
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work of the play, and the transition of |
Francols Vilion, a dreamer of dreams, |

2 lover of all women, and, above all,
a patriot of France, into the dictator of
he empire—for a week—in order

was effected slowly, carefuldy, and
artistically that when in w blaze of
power and dignity he stood tefore the
king and the people a conqueror, the
realization of the change came to the
audience with its full effect. Mr. Soth-
ern has never done anything better than
the splendid portrayal of this
soldier. He has never brought out more
clearly the smaller attributes of a stage
character which has been placed in his
hands, and he has never shown more
effectually to his audience the flner in-

80

poet-

stincts of a character at oncc a roy-
sterer, a lover, a poet, a soldler. and an
ariztocrat. He held each phast of this

role as before a glass and to each he
gave such distinction that for a moment
e was imbued with every attribute of
its kind. His reading was a delight and
voice the
lines of poetry and command were read
with marvelous effect.

Miss Florence Reed, Mr. Sothern's new
leading woman, was fascinating to look
upon and gave an excellent performance
as Katherine De Vaucelles, the proud
lady of the Queen's retinue, whose heart

pes oul to the young soldier and who

nally saves him from the gibbet.

Conspicuous among the many merl-
torious characterizations jwas the Louis
of Malcolgn Bradéley. The sactor gave
to the role a touch of comedy that even

|

to |
show what he would do if ho were king, |

1e lines could not
1e craf:iness and |
history has imbued
went far to make 1}
;O ¥. Rowland B
¢ aid digd much w
Guy Tabarie
| ~Virginia Hammond as

e is always

he small role

the Abbess was

| particularly effectix in some of ar
|scenes, althoug er times, especial-
ly the death scene, e lacked the force
nee ary to convine

| The production is
{and not the least notable
incldental music.

WKEE DVORGE SUT
SET FOR NEAT WEEK

PARIS, Dec. 11.—Judge Dilt, of the
first weivil court, who ard the Castel-
lane divorce preceedings, set December
18 today as the date for the opening of
{ the Hart McKee divorce suit

FISH JAR STARTS FIRE.
COATESVILLE, Pa' Dec. 11.—The
rays of the sun focused through a glass
aquarium contalning water, in the show
window of Geerge W. Davy's store,

started a Hvely fire among some of the
holiday articles on exhibition,

beautifully staged

feature is the




